
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

New Year’s in Havana – December 28, 2018 to January 1, 2019 



 
Cuba Educational Travel (CET) is a leader in cultural travel to Cuba. CET unlocks the best of Cuba by 
providing access to the country’s top artists, academics, tastemakers, and cultural figures. CET’s tailor-
made programs enable clients to experience Cuba’s vibrant culture and gain a deeper understanding of 
the island, while ensuring full compliance with all U.S. regulations.   
  
CET has been on the frontlines of cultural collaboration, helping to bring Cubans to the U.S. and 
Americans to Cuba. From Yoga retreats to concerts to dance performances, CET has wide-ranging 
experience and contacts. Recent highlights include organizing the Diplo Major Lazer concert in Havana, 
which drew a crowd of over 500,000 people and bringing Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba, the country’s top 
dance group, to perform at the Latin Grammys. 
 

www.cubaeducationaltravel.com 

 
 
 
 
By leveraging this expertise and curated travel capabilities, Cuba Educational Travel offers a product that 
is unrivaled. Our strong presence on the island and in important cultural circles gives us unparalleled 
access and knowledge. This combined with the beauty and intrigue of Cuba and its people make for truly 
unforgettable experiences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Us 

Our Value Proposition 

http://www.cubaeducationaltravel.com/


 
 

            

 

NEW YEAR’S IN HAVANA – DECEMBER 28, 2018 TO JANUARY 1, 2019 

Friday, December 28 
 
TBD  Arrival to Havana. (pending flight information) 
 
Afternoon Check-in at bed and breakfasts, known as “casas particulares,” or “private homes.” Since the 

1990s Cuban families have been permitted to rent rooms out of their family homes to foreigners. 
Featuring comfortable accommodations and ample privacy, it’s a great way to interact with 
everyday Cubans. 

 
6:30 pm  Orientation talk with your local guide: overview of the agenda, discussion about local 

transportation, nearby markets, internet access and other logistics, safety, cultural norms and 
current events in Cuba. At the hotel. 

 
7:30 pm Welcome dinner at Paladar San Cristobal. Located in the heart of Central Havana, this paladar 

has a reputation of excellence in both atmosphere and local cuisine. Enjoy great food while the 
locale takes you back to the 1940s and 50s. 

 
Saturday, December 29 
 
10 am  Walking tour of the Old City. Wander through the Plaza Vieja, the oldest plaza in Havana, dating 

from the 16th century. See the Plaza de San Francisco, a cobbled plaza surrounded by buildings 
dating from the 18th century, dominated by the baroque Iglesia and Convento de San Francisco 
dating from 1719. Visit Plaza de la Catedral and the Catedral de San Cristóbal de La Habana. Visit 
the Plaza de Armas, a scenic tree-lined plaza formerly at the center of influence in Cuba. It is 
surrounded by many of the most historic structures in Havana as well as important monuments. 

 
12 pm Lunch at Doña Eutimia paladar. Famous for its ropa vieja and frozen mojitos, this cozy paladar 

made Newsweek Magazine’s top 100 restaurants in the world in 2012. The restaurant’s location 
in the beautiful cathedral square is unbeatable.   

 
Free time 
 
4 pm  Attend salsa-dancing lessons. Side-by-side with Cuban dancers, we’ll learn new salsa techniques. 

At Altamira 
 
5 pm  Rum and cigar tasting at the home of a family of artists, AltaMira aft loft. A local expert will 

explain the qualities and traits of fine Cuban rum and cigars, pairing them together for the perfect 
match. 

 
6:30 pm Spend the early evening at Café Madrigal with Frank Delgado, renowned singer and songwriter, 

for a discussion about the nueva trova movement in Cuba, followed by a musical performance. 
Café Madrigal, owned and run by film director Rafael Rosales, is housed in a beautiful colonial 
mansion with the walls lined with captivating artwork. Enjoy tasty tapas and cocktails. 

 
Sunday, December 30 
 
9:30 am  Driving tour of the city in American Classics Cars. Visit the Miramar neighborhood, a residential 

district of the municipality of Playa, where many embassies are located including the 
landmark Russian embassy. Drive along the famous Quinta Avenida (Fifth Avenue) and see the 
mansions that used to belong to many of Havana's upscale residents prior to the Revolution.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embassy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embassy_of_Russia_in_Havana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Revolution


 
 

            

 

NEW YEAR’S IN HAVANA – DECEMBER 28, 2018 TO JANUARY 1, 2019 

11 am  Discussion with La Reyna y Real, a female hip hop/jazz duo. The group’s music focuses on 
breaking down stereotypes in Cuban society, including machismo, healthy relationships, gender 
relations and race. They will share info about their interesting musical journey and insight into the 
challenges and opportunities young Cubans face. 

 
1 pm  Enjoy a traditional Cuban meal overlooking the Straits of Florida at the Hotel Nacional. Tasty 

Cuban food served family style with a great view of the Havana sea wall and the old Spanish 
fortress. The setting brings many back to the 1950s, when the mafia held its annual meetings at 
this historic hotel. 

 
8 pm  Dinner Reservation at Tierra, Havana’s newest international dinning spot. Located inside a 

container in the Fábrica de Arte Cubano, the restaurant mirrors the eclectic crowd, serving dishes 
from around the world. Calle 26, between Calle 11 and 13, Vedado (not included – to be paid on 
the ground)  

 
 Following dinner, enjoy live music, art and dancing at La Fábrica de Arte Cubano. Rock star X 

Alfonso has turned this into meeting spot for a young, eclectic crowd of Cubans and foreigners.  
 
Monday, December 31 
 
11 am  Visit a centuries-old mansion in Vedado neighborhood. Step inside this stately residence to 

discover what lies behind the crumbling facades of Havana’s impressive mansions. Josie, who has 
lived in the house for over 60 years, will show us around and explain its rich history.  

 
12 pm  Visit with young Cuban entrepreneurs for a discussion about their startups in Cuba:  

• Donde Dorian, Cuba’s hippest barbershop, where Cuba’s top musicians and artists get their 
hair styled. Enjoy a light lunch of sandwiches. 

• Rox, a privately-run jewelry store and also a community and social project that works with 
silver and other materials.  

• Vistar Magazine, Cuba's first music magazine, produced in Havana and created by Robin 
Pedraja in 2014, it now has 50,000 unique visitors from the island and abroad. 

 
4 pm  Enjoy a performance by Habana Compás Dance, which encompasses the rich rhythm and flow of 

the island, performing traditional and modern dances born from their Spanish, Cuban and African-
Cuban heritage. 

 
7:30 pm  Farewell dinner at Café Laurent, a paladar located in the beautiful Vedado district. Blocks from 

the Hotel Nacional, this penthouse apartment was converted into a lovely rooftop restaurant. 
 
Enjoy New Year’s Eve in Havana! Ask your guide for suggested places to go and celebrate.  
 
Tuesday, January 1 
 
TBD Check-out and depart for the airport. (2 ½ hours before your flight departs) 


